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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 

The documents are being submitted within three (3) months of the filing of this 
application or entry into the national stage of this application, or before the first Office Action 
on the merits, whichever is later, therefore no fee or certification is required under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b). 

Applicant cites documents herein that were cited in a International Search Report 
(copy attached) for Application No. PCT/JP03/ 16374 dated April 13, 2004 which claims 
priority from the same Japanese priority application as the instant application. Specifically, 
WO 00/32719; EP 461542; WO 00/32717; Tsuchiya et al. article; Hamada article; JP 11- 
339962; WO 00/11129; JP 2000-315580; and JP 2002-313581 were cited therein. The 
Hamada article was cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on December 16, 
2003. 
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In addition, US 5,458,977 and US 5,364,654 are in the same family as EP 461542; 
and US 2002-0058599 is in the same family as WO 00/1 1 129. 

It is requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 be considered and made of record in 
the above-identified application. To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that an Examiner initial a copy of this 
form be returned to the undersigned. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this filing 
which may be required now, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-2380. 



NIXON PEABODY LLP 
Suite 900 

401 9 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2128 

Telephone: (202) 585-8000 
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